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NANAY KILING:

Davao’s Own Farmer Scientist

Wangan, Calinan District — At 55 years old, Tranquilina
Alibango, better known as Nanay Kiling, moves sprightly
among the rows of organically planted eggplants and
pechay. This petite woman, sunburnt from working in the
field, moves with vigor uncommon for women of her age.

taking into account the externalized costs of food production, is
not sustainable. According to them, small-scale farmers and their
ecologically sensitive methods of farming are the way forward in
solving the world’s hunger. The IAASTD further showed that the
agricultural knowledge of indigenous people and peasant farmers
can play an important role in meeting the food demands of today.
Such indigenous knowledge is the sum of accumulated practical
knowledge and knowledge-generating capacity that is needed if
sustainability and development goals for food security are to be
reached. Accordingly, the UN Convention on Biological Diversity
has recognized that these traditional knowledge, identities and
practices of indigenous and local communities are embodyi

ways of life relevant for conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity’.

“My diet of organically grown products has helped
me maintain a strong and healthy body despite my age/”,
she proudly says, showing her dark, healthy hair as further
testament to the benefits of eating organic produce.

As a member of the Peoples Organization (PO
partner of METSA Foundation, Nay Kiling shifted to organic
farming in 2004, after undergoing a series of trainings on
organic farming conducted by MASIPAG, another NGO into
sustainable farming. At first, her decision was met with
derision by her neighbours as well as her husband. “They
called me crazy for concocting all these organic liquid
fertilizers and for being meticulous in implementing organic

farming techniques,” recalled Kiling.

Organic agriculture is the ideal strategy to eradicate hunger

because of its sound farming practices which begin at the local
communities: 8 |

But Kiling persisted. Her innate thoroughness, which
once led her to counting the entire number of grains in a rice
stalk (which is part of a process in getting the characteristic
of palay in a trial farm), paid off when her organic farm

e Small, community-scale farmers around the world would
re-take control over the tools of their trade. Farmers, rather

than corporations, would be in charge of seeds, knowledge began to give a high return of income, enabling her to

and practices, appropriate pest control technologies, land - nearly clear her debt with the local Chinese moneylender
and access to markets. ! in Calinan.

e Communities & their governments would be in charge “Unlike my husband, | no longer need to borrow

of their own agricultural trade policies. People would |  money from the moneylender to buy synthetic fertilizers
democratically work out their own vision for food and § and pesticides because | make my own inputs using natural
agriculture at local, state and national levels. Indigenous Micro Organisms (IMO)”, she said. This also
freed her from the obligation to sell her farm produce to
the moneylender at a lower price.

rganic agriculture hel

o)

Her husband, meantime, took some time before he
could be convinced of the economic
viability of organic farming. In 2006,
Kiling challenged her husband to an
experiment. Dividing their farm into
two, they both- planted rice using their
own methods. Kiling planted rice using

In conventionalagriculture, the excessive use ofinorganic fertilizers
and pesticides contribute a lot to greenhouse gas emissions. In
contrast, organic agriculture’s contribution to greenhouse gases
_'i?;

- her husband used his arsenal of
" synthetic chemicals to grow rice.
Secretly recording his expenses
and comparing them to her own,
she was able to prove to him
that going organic was more
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She is also active as an Advocacy Officer in the
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all-women farmer federation in the third district of Davao

City. The women of KNBL all share a:-common advocacy for

lInesses and environmental disasters which will cost more for

the consumer in the future.

Davao City.
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