
Throughout  2015, IDIS continued to actively push for the proper implementation of 
the Watershed Code as the NGO representative to the Watershed Management Coun-
cil (WMC). It participated in several IEC campaigns in the upland barangays and also 
joined the WMMT in its ocular visits to the Peking Duck farm and Tamugan river.

At the height of the discussions on the proposal of the Apo Agua (AA) to be exempt-
ed from the Watershed Code prohibition on the construction of structures in the wa-
tersheds, IDIS closely scrutinized the proposal and led the call to include stricter 
recommendations to  minimize the impact of the proposed bulk water facility on the 
environment.

IDIS continued to push for the mainstreaming of best local watershed management 
projects. At the 2015 Watershed Summit, it presented the Riverbank Rainforestation 
Project which is being implemented by IDIS and WMC and supported by Foundation 
for the Philippine Environment.

To date, the rainforestation project has a 60% success rate with 16,849 saplings 
flourishing along the riverbank areas of Gumalang, Tamugan, Tawantawan, Tambob-
ong and Wines barangays in Baguio District. These are broken down as follows: 5,551 
native forest trees, like lauan, tugas, almon, and malibago; 2,650 hills of vertiver 
grass; and 8,648 fruit trees, like labano, durian and cacao.

IDIS also continued supporting the Bantayo Aweg's water quality monitoring initia-
tives in the Panigan-Tamugan River. The community-based volunteer water group 
conducted eight river monitoring activities for 2015.  They were joined by an under-
graduate researcher from the University of the Philippines-Mindanao (UPMin) who 
also  conducted water monitoring research in the area. (#)

IDIS and Watershed Management Council 
continue strategic 
partnership to save Davao's watersheds

You are now reading the inaugural issue of In-

terfacing Initiatives, the annual newsletter of 

IDIS.  This report provides a snapshot of the 

accomplishments that  the environmental civil 

society sector has achieved during 2015 in the 

hope that this will encourage others to partici-

pate in making our city green and sustainable.

All these gains would not have been possible 

had we not started our own green pursuits, 

each initiative building on previous ones, con-

tributing our time, energy and resources to-

wards the common goal of a Greener Davao.

There are still larger challenges to surmount 

especially in   monitoring and sustainably man-

aging our watersheds, but I remain hopeful 

that as long as we remain vigilant and firm in 

our collective vision, we will be able to over-

come them.

As we begin a new year, we look forward to 

more partnerships and more green initiatives 

interfacing so that Davao’s natural resources 

will be sustained not only for our benefit but 

also for future generations.

IDIS continued to actively engage our city's poli-
cymakers to lobby for the implementation of ex-
isting environmental ordinances, as well as the 
drafting of new green legislation.

Working with  his office, IDIS and other civil soci-
ety groups joined Con. Leo Avila in his goal to 
codify Davao's environmental ordinances. IDIS 
participated in several writeshops to come up 
with an initial draft of Davao's Environment Code.

Despite the passing of Con. Avila, IDIS will contin-
ue to help his successor in finishing the Environ-
ment Code. (#)

SUSTAINING THE BAN AERIAL SPRAY CAMPAIGN

IDIS attended a congressional hearing  and  several 

media briefings to lobby for the consolidation of 

the Ban AS bills filed by Akbayan and Makabayan 

representatives.

IDIS and the Mamamayan Ayaw sa Aerial Spraying 
(MAAS)  also lobbied several national government 
agencies to issue official resolutions or statements 

While waiting for the Supreme Court to 

issue its resolution on the constitutionali-

ty of Davao's Ban Aerial Spraying Ordi-

nance, IDIS continued to lobby Congress 

to pass a bill banning aerial spraying. In 

partnership with the Sentro ng Alternati-

bong Lingap Panligal (SALIGAN) in Manila, 

Codifying Davao’s  Envi Laws

Representatives of the City’s agencies discuss 

the implementation of Davao’s envi laws.

The Marbel Diocese leads anti-aerial protests 

in South Cotabato (PHOTO by SAC-Marbel)

Panigan-Tamugan River in Baguio District, Davao 



on the Ban AS issue. This resulted in the Bureau of Plant Industry 
(BPI)  to issue a letter-reply stating its bias for selective banning of 
aerial spraying in areas with communities. 

Closer to home, IDIS, together with MAAS, helped the local parishes 
of T'boli and Surallah in its campaign to stop aerial spraying in South 
Cotabato.  IDIS and MAAS participated in several mobilization  and 
IEC campaigns which were spearheaded by the Social Action Center 
of the Diocese of Marbel. (#)  PHOTO CREDITS by SAC-MARBEL

Strengthening the Philippine EIS Law
IDIS partnered with several national civil 
society groups like  the AHRC, OCEANA, 
Ecowaste Coalition, Ban Toxics and SALI-
GAN to push for revisions to the DENR 
DAO 30-2003 guidelines in the implemen-
tation of the Philippine Environmental 
Impact Statement Law. This strategy en-
abled the campaign to reach a larger na-
tional audience through  the conduct of  
fora in Visayas and Manila.

IDIS also supported the EIS bills  filed by 
the Akbayan Partylist and Bukidnon Rep-

resentative Acosta and called for their 
immediate consolidation to address the 
lapses in the current EIS law.

On a parallel track, we have lobbied 
against the exemption of plantations with 
less than 100 hectares from ECC coverage. 
This resulted to a revision of the guide-
lines; the exemption now covers hectares 
less than 50 hectares. But this is still not 
enough because pesticide volume used for 
less than 50 hectares is still toxic enough 
to contaminate the environment.(#) 

Going Organic

Greening Davao City:  Flight of the Eagles, Ecofest, Lunhaw

The Go Organic Davao City, with IDIS as a 
member, continued to push for the main-
streaming of organic farming in Davao City 
by supporting second-party certification and 
actively participating in the city's Organic 
Agriculture Management Council (OAMC), 
Technical Committee on Organic Agriculture 
(TCOA) and the Participatory Guarantee Sys-
tem Committee.  It also commissioned a 
third-party research on an inventory of 
Davao's small scale organic farmers.  It also 
continued to push for the implementation of 
Davao's Organic Agriculture Ordinance, par-
ticularly in the establishment of an Organic 
Zone in Sibulan, Toril District.

IDIS is also prominent in several events re-
lated to organic farming issues. From the 

IDIS joined several civil society groups in 
Davao City to campaign for more green 
initiatives in the city.  This included the 
promotion and call for the implementation 
of the Bicycle Ordinance through media 
promotion and participation  in the annual 
Flight of the Eagles, ocular visits to the 
Shrine Hills and the conduct of a Dreaming 
Session for Shrine Hills.  IDIS also led in 
the organization of several media events 
designed to engage more Dabawenyos to-
wards advocating for a Greener Davao. 

city's celebration of World Food Day and 
Organic Day, to Greenpeace's EcoAg Sum-
mits and RI-EWWP's “CCA and Sustainable 
Agri on Sloping Landscapes Forum”, IDIS 
worked with various organic farming advo-
cates and practitioners  to highlight organic 
farming as an essential strategy in managing 
watersheds and mitigating the harmful ef-
fects of climate change.

On the anti-GMO front, IDIS provided secre-
tariat support for the Go Organic Mindanao 
network. IDIS coordinated several IEC cam-
paigns and fora against genetically modified 
crops.  It also helped facilitate funding sup-
port to sustain the current campaign against 
genetically modified corn in Mindanao. (#)

The inaugural activities of EcoFest last June 
with the participation of the Miss Earth Phlip-
pines Foundation and Save and Shoot Shrine 
Hills provided media mileage for the collective 
dream of a sustainable and green Davao City. 

In partnership with PMPI-DRC, IDIS also pro-
moted Renewable Energy Sources by facilitat-
ing Liter of Light Training in communities.

The Lunhaw Awards continued to recognize 
more green initiatives, expanding the catego-

ries in 2015 to include best practices in 
rainwater harvesting and green architec-

ture.  Now on its 3rd year,  the Awards is 
made possible by partnering with the 
City Agriculturist's Office, the City Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources Office, 
the Davao Association of Catholic 
Schools, and the Davao City Water Dis-
trict.  IDIS continued its role as secretar-
iat for the awards. (#)

IDIS Policy Officer Mark Penalver discusses the Philippine EIS. 

Every Friday, Davao holds an afternoon Organic Farmers Market 

Residents  of T’boli Municipality are against aerial spraying in South Cotabato.  


