
THE FACTS BEHIND THE BT TALONG ISSUE                                                1 
 

What Hautea, Rasco and UP Min say 

on Bt Talong: 

 

What  organic farmers and their supporters say: 

1. BT Talong research aims to 

promote human health and 

environment.  Bt eggplant will 

protect human health and the 

environment by reducing the use of 

toxic chemical pesticides that 

farmers traditionally use to control 

infestations of the eggplant FSB, the 

insect pest that Bt eggplant 

effectively controls 

BT eggplant is totally unnecessary. Organic farming and 

integrated pest management have proven effective methods 

in controlling pest problems in eggplant. This is the reason 

why eggplant remains to be one of the most affordable 

vegetables in the market today. 

 

According to Dr.  Rodel Maghirang, Bureau of Plant Industry 

scientist,  there is really no need for Bt talong because there 

are local  varieties which are resistant to FSB.  Maghirang 

who was in Davao last November  11, 2010  to give a 

seminar on Integrated Pest Management to personnel of the 

City Agriculture Office was asked about  his opinion on the 

Bt talong issue. “May matitibay na  tayong variety ng talong 

pero nagdevelop pa rin sila ng Bt mainly for money.”, he 

said.    

Furthermore, the country is 100% self sufficient in eggplant, 

(Self-sufficiency ratio (SSR) of selected agricultural 

commodities, 2005-2009, BAS) 

 

2.) The bacterium Bt has been used 

as insecticidal spray by organic 

and conventional farmers alike 

for 40 years and is therefore safe 

for  eggplant. 

 

But what about the synergistic effect of the Bt toxin 

when it’s inside the eggplant which has also it’s natural 

toxin? The Solanaceae plant family which eggplant belongs 

contains several natural toxins that can resurface when 

metabolism is disturbed. 
1
This could be one of the reasons 

why the issue of safety tests has been raised repeatedly by 

critics of Bt eggplant.      

 

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, India’s most distinguished and 

senior-most agricultural scientist who was one of the 

scientific architects of Green Revolution, and whose own 

research foundation is working on GM technology, has 

raised the issue of Chronic toxicity since eggplant is an 

element of such frequent consumption. 

 

He also agreed on the view to be extra careful on Bt 

technology since eggplant contains natural toxins. He also 

concerned on India’s genetic heritage on eggplant as it is 

known to be the country of origin of eggplant thus likens the 

introduction of Bt eggplant is to permit the extinction of the 

gifts of thousands of years of natural evolution and human 

selection
2
.   

 
3.) Bt eggplant was developed 

by the Institute of Plant Breeding, 

University of the Philippines Los 

Banos 

Bt eggplant technology was developed by the  Maharashtra 

Hybrid Seed Company or Mahyco,  a subsidiary company of 

Monsanto, the very company that developed synthetic 

pesticides and into seed business. So the technology was 

developed from the research of transnational companies, 
                                                           
1
   Decision on commercialization of Bt Brinjal. A Report of the Minister of Environment and Forests. February 9, 2010. 

2
   Ibid, page 15.  
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not public science. It’s not the original idea of Filipinos or 

UPLB but by transnational companies . Through the 

Agricultural Biotechnology Support Project II ,under the 

auspices of Cornell University and with support of the 

USAID, this technology was borrowed by Filipino scientists 

at  UP Institute of Plant Breeding. 

 
4.) The safety of Bt eggplant is 

guaranteed by the tests conducted 

by an international group of 

scientists using internationally 

accepted standards which are 

science-based. 

 

One of the reasons why Jairam Ramesh, Minister of 

Environment and Forests in India issued a moratorium on 

the commercialization of Bt eggplant in India was because 

numerous internationally-renowned public scientists wrote 

to the Minister and raised very serious doubts on Bt 

eggplant and on the way safety tests have been conducted 

by Mahyco.  The following are just some of the 17 well-

known and respected experts who wrote Jairam Ramesh: 

 
Name Institution/Affiliation Comments 

Prof. G.E. Seralini 

(France) 

 

Prof. in Molecular Biology 

President of the Scientific Council of 

CRIIGEN 

Co-Director of Risk Pole, Quality and 

Sustainable Environment - MRSH- CNRS 

Committee for Independent 

Research and Information on Genetic 

Engineering 

Pointed out in details several flaws in the EC–II* 

report  and concludes that “the risks on human and 

mammalian health is too high for authorities to take 

the decision to commercialize GM eggplant” 

Dr. Jack Heinemann 

(New Zealand) 

Centre for Integrated Research in 

Biosafety, 

University of Canterbury 

Says that the Bt eggplant tests conducted in India 

would not meet careful international standards 

Dr. David Andow  

(USA) 

University of Minnesota Says that his reading of the EC-II report is sufficient 

to lead him to question the adequacy of 

environmental risk assessment  

Dr. Dough Gurain-

Sherman 

(USA) 

Union of Concerned Scientists, 

Washington DC 

Highlights serious flaws in the EC-II report on 

evaluation of gene flow from Bt eggplant to wild and 

weedy relatives  

Dr. David Schubert 

(USA) 

Salk Institute of Biological Studies Says that Bt eggplant should definitely not be 

introduced in India since it poses serious 

environmental and health risks, will increase social 

and political dependence on private companies and 

will entail higher costs at all levels of the food chain; 

Dr. Judy Carman  

(Australia) 

Institute of Health and Environmental 

Research 

Analyzed Mahyco’s biosafety dossier of 2008 in 

great detail and who says that her doubts and 

questions have not been answered at all in the EC-II 

report. 

Dr. Nicholas Storer 

(USA) 

Dow AgroSciences  Although he says Bt eggplant does not pose 

unreasonable adverse risks to the environment or to 

human and animal health but he calls for careful 

implementation of resistance management 

strategies and points out that Bt-technology should 

not be seen  as a silver bullet to managing 

lepidorteran pests in eggplant 

Dr. Lou Gallagher 

( New Zealand) 

Institute for  Independent Impact 

Assessment in Biotechnology 

She revealed that the safety claims made for the Bt  

brinjal (eggplant) are unwarranted and not 

supported by existing data. Consumption of Bt 

eggplant could lead to inflammation, reproductive 

disorders and liver damage. 

 

   
 

5.) GEAC or Genetic Engineering 

Approval Committee of 

India…has declared Bt eggplant 

as safe ignoring the objections of 

Dr. Bhargava. 

 

Dr. Bhargava’s technical/scientific opinion on genetic 

engineering is highly valued. In fact, the  Environment 

Minster in India, Jairam Ramesh told GEAC to consult 
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 with scientists like Dr. M.S. Swaminathan and Dr. 

Bhargava. According to the Minister, Dr. Bhargava is one 

of India’s most eminent biotechnologists who arguably 

was amongst the earliest to coin the very term genetic 

engineering. 

 

A lot of questions/doubts have been raised by experts on 

the data presented by Mahyco.  One can also question 

how  the members of the GEAC or Genetic Engineering 

Approvals Committee arrived at a decision declaring Bt 

eggplant as safe. The following facts undermine the 

objectivity during the  approval process of the Expert 

Committee which recommended Bt eggplant for 

clearance3.  

 

a. Some members have been part of the development 

process of Bt eggplant/associated with the consortium 

of developers, hence, there is a  direct conflict of 

interest; 

b. Some members happened to be reviewing their own 

institutions’ data for approval; 

c. Indication of external pressure on the Chairperson and 

members of GEAC; 

d. Some sitting members have vigilance cases pending 

against them; and 

e. Some members did not submit any inputs to EC-II 

 

It shall be made clear that the GEAC, like Dr. 

Bhargava ,did not also  conduct its own independent 

tests but were just reviewing the same documents 

submitted by the proponent of the technology which is 

Mahyco.   

 
6.) Six Academies of sciences in India 

(The academy is composed of the 

most senior and respected 

scientists) have declared Bt 

eggplant to be safe.  

 

This is not true. The article on “India’s top six science 

academies which declared Bt eggplant to be safe” turned 

out to contain several lines plagiarized  from two reports 

by GM advocate Anand Kumar at the National Research 

Center on Plant Biotechnology in Delhi, India.
4
 The news 

article further states that the Indian environment 

minister, Jairam Ramesh rejected the report saying it 

“lacked scientific rigour” and added that “my idea of 

referring the GM crops to academics was to get a view of 

the larger scientific community but not the view of one 

Anand Kumar which I knew even before the moratorium 

was put on Bt eggplant” The Inter-report has no citations 

or references to bolster its credibility, contains several 

lines (including data) copied verbatim from a report 

entitled Bt Brinjal: A Pioneering Push that Kumar wrote 

for Biotech News in December of 2009, and another 

published last year by the Monsanto-funded 
                                                           
3
 http://www.indiagminfo.org as cited in Health Issues Related to Genetically Modified Food & Non-Food Crops by Dr. GPI Singh, 

Director Principal at Adesh Institute of Medical Sciences and Research, Bathinda, India.  
4
 “Indian academies’ GM crop report slammed”  September 28, 2010.  
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International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech 

Applications (ISAAA) to which Kumar had contributed. 

 
7.) Scientific risk assessment over a 

10 year period in India and the 

Philippines done by hundreds of 

scientists in the public and 

private sectors has accumulated 

a body of evidence that indicates 

that Bt eggplant is at least as 

safe, probably safer than 

ordinary eggplant. 

 

Where is the  10-year scientific risk assessment report 

conducted in the Philippines?  Dr. Desiree Hautea, 

Project leader for Bt talong,   already admitted during the 

public seminar on Bt talong last year that  they will not 

conduct separate toxicity/safety tests because these 

were already done in India. But such safety tests as 

indicated earlier have been found wanting by many 

public scientists around the world and the Indian 

government itself. 

 
8.) UP  is field testing the open 

pollinated variety  of the Bt 

talong which it intends to 

distribute to farmers 

everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

After field testing the Open Pollinated Variety (OPV)  this 

year,  there are already plans to test a new hybrid that 

would have a much higher yield than the OPV.  It is this 

new hybrid that will be commercialized in the Philippines. 

And because this hybrid is protected under patent laws,  

no farmer can plant these seeds without buying from  

Monsanto. Our indigenous tradition of seedbanking is 

lost because of profit hungry corporations like Monsanto. 
  

9.) Bt corn, a technology that is 

similar to that of Bt eggplant, has 

been in use in the Philippines for 

more than 10 years, without any 

verifiable report on harm to 

environment or human health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we be sure? No one is doing regular monitoring  

in the Philippines!  International standards on monitoring 

include laboratory tests. But even our national biosafety 

laws are inadequate to address that.  

 

In fact, the American Academy of Environmental 

Medicine has noted that GM foods have not been 

properly tested for human consumption.  It has also 

asked for a moratorium on GM food and implementation 

of immediate long term independent safety testing and 

labeling of GM foods, which is necessary for the health 

and safety of consumers.
5
 

   

Bt eggplant should not be compared to Bt corn since Bt 

corn was not developed for human consumption but for 

animal feeds.  And assuming that there are farmers who 

also eat what they grow such as Bt corn, it still cannot  

approximate the usual frequency of eating eggplant since 

talong is one of the  cheapest vegetable available for 

Filipinos 
  

10.) The nature of UP Mindanao 

experiment is a confined field 

trial not the open field trial that 

the anti GMO movement has 

misled the Davao community 

about… it’s consistent with the 

wishes of the Davao City Officials 

for safety assurances. 

It is UP which is  misleading the public.  The permit issued by 

the Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) to UP allows it to conduct 

field testing.  This means that under the regulations , it is 

supposed to conduct multi-locational field testing because 

the contained field testing was already done in UPLB and 

there is no need to redo the test. 

 
                                                           
5
 Statement by the Executive Committee of the American Academy of Environmental Medicine on May 8, 2009, available on 

http://www.aaemonline.org as cited in Health Issues Related to Genetically Modified Food and Non-Food Crops by Dr. GPI Singh 

(gpisingh.dr@gmail.com) 
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The purpose for this multi-locational  stage is to see how Bt 

eggplant would respond to actual field/environment 

conditions of Davao City (given the type of soil, 

temperature, climate, whether conditions etc.)  Thre is 

nothing in the regulations  which mentions  the term 

“confined” field trials! 
  

11.)  Following the protocol 

prescribed by AO8 of the 

Department of Agriculture, a 

confined field trial means all the 

plant materials will be destroyed 

after taking data…Science-based 

precautions will be taken to 

prevent the movement of seed 

or pollen outside of the 

experimental area 

 

In a strictly scientific way, how can you prevent pollen drift 

or pollen flow/cross pollination if the area above and 

surrounding the trial site remains open and not covered by 

plastic? How can you prevent bees and other pollinators 

from entering to  pollinate the eggplants within the trial 

site? 

 

Even if you have rows of plants designed to trap pollen, with 

the rashness of weather that Davao has been experiencing 

lately,  it will be impossible to prevent the Bt pollen from 

leaving the site. 

 
12.) UP Mindanao has not 

violated any requirements that 

would impact on biosafety and 

public health.  The Cease and 

Desist Order is not based on 

violation of any of these 

concerns but only on an 

administrative lapse, i.e., the lack 

of posting of the Public 

Information Sheet (PIS).   

Those opposed to the Bt Talong field trials  are not just 

concerned with the lack of transparency which UP Mindaano 

did with regards to the  posting of the Public Information 

Sheet.  We are more concerned on the public health and 

environmental  issues  associated with Bt Talong. Field trials 

should be the last stage  after all safety issues have been 

resolved and dealt with.  

 

Filipinos should bear in mind that there is,at present, an 

indefinite moratorium on the release of  Bt- talong after 

intense debate and several public consultations all over 

India. 

  

The Standing Committee on Agriculture of the Indian 

Parliament is also looking at this issue and Indians await 

their opinion.   As the evidence against Bt brinjal is 

extremely strong, the chances are that the Committee may 

also recommend a long-term moratorium on all GM crops.   

The Philippine Government  should  wait for a decision of 

the above important  committee’s  report  before doing any 

further work on Bt talong.   It would be wise to wait until all 

safety tests are guaranteed by an independent body.   

  

The posting of the Public Information sheet in at least 3 

conspicuous places in concerned communities and in the 

municipal/city hall is a very important step  because only 

then can people be made aware of the issue and are able to 

express their opposition. Only then can the City call for a 

committee hearing.  Everything starts from the proper 

dissemination of  information  so that the  public can then 

express their concerns on health and the environment. 

 
13.) The lack of posting was not 

attributable to UP Mindanao but to 
We believe UP Mindanao is not ignorant and myopic in its 



THE FACTS BEHIND THE BT TALONG ISSUE                                                6 
 

the Institutional Biosafety 

Committee (IBC), an independent 

body whose members are appointed 

by the Bureau of Plant Industry 

(BPI).  UP Mindanao, consistent with 

its primary nature as an academic 

institution, proposed to hold various 

fora to serve as both notice and 

opportunity to educate; this, 

however, the Mayor declined.  We 

note that the holding of fora would 

have been more than sufficient and 

would have constituted substantial 

compliance with the requirements 

of Administrative Order No. 8 of the 

Department of Agriculture which 

only required posting of the PIS. 

views on GMOs/GM crops.  We hope that as an academic 

institution, UP would take into consideration  the 

voluminous scientific findings on the health hazards 

attributed to eating GM crops. There are  two sides on the 

issue , but as a State University funded by taxpayers money, 

whose welfare should they be looking out for? The real 

welfare of farmers or for multinational corporations?   

 

The basic question to answer is this:  Who will gain if Bt 

talong or all other GM crops in the pipeline will be 

commercialized? It does not take a PhD graduate to know 

the answer: the multinational companies, who own and 

developed the Bt  technology.  We know what happened  to 

Bt corn and Bt cotton – farmers become enslaved  to the 

prices dictated by these agricultural companies. They have 

to buy  seeds, often at prohibitive costs,  at  every cropping 

season. Gone were the days when farmers can freely share 

and exchange seeds with fellow farmers.  This is the reason 

why one GM crop developer, Monsanto, produces 

genetically altered seeds for crops which are resistant to 

herbicide and to insects ( for example, “Bt crops,” which are 

engineered to contain a bacterial toxin). The company 

estimates that it controls more than 70% of the world's 

insect- and herbicide-resistant crops.
6
 The company 

developed and patented so-called “Terminator technology,” 

in which plants are engineered to be sterile so that growers 

have no choice but to  purchase new seeds. 
7
 Mahyco, the 

developer of Bt eggplant ,is a subsidiary company of 

Monsanto.
8
 

  

But if the policy promoting and advocating organic 

agriculture wins over GM crops, who would gain? Is there a 

multinational company selling or controlling organic 

products, organic inputs? None.  The monopoly will be 

broken.  Organic farmers can produce their own agricultural 

inputs, and there will be no multinational company reaping 

huge profits. Moreover, farmers and  consumers who prefer 

to eat food grown naturally would reap the benefits of 

eating safe and natural food where no toxin from other 

organisms are incorporated.  .  

 
The following are just few of the current scientific literature 

regarding biosafety of genetically modified crops
9
: 

 

• Austria,  2008-rats feeding on transgenic (NK603 x MON810) 

affected the reproduction of mice that was detected in 3rd and 

4th generation, kidneys were also affected
10

  

                                                           
6
 “Monsanto Company,” Hoovers Online , < http://www.hoovers.com/company/Monsanto_Company/rffsyti-1.html> 

     on 5 Aug. 2010. Many of these seeds were Roundup Ready (seeds genetically engineered for resistance to glyphosate,  the active 

ingredient in Monsanto's most popular herbicide, Roundup).  
7
  F. William Engdahl, “Monsanto Buys 'Terminator' Seeds Company,” Center for Research on Globalization, < 

    http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=3082 > on 5 Aug. 2010. 
8
  Monsanto Corporate Profile http://www.panna.org 

9
   As cited in Health Issues Related to Genetically Modified Food and Non-Food Crops by Dr. GPI Singh, Director Principal Adesh 

Institute of Medical Sciences and Research, Bathinda, India. 
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• Italy, 2008 – Consumption of Bt corn (MON 810) induced 

alteration in intestinal and peripheral immune response of 

weaning and old mice
11

  

• France, 2009 –  rats feeds with 3 commercialized GM maize –

resulted to hepato-renal toxicity, other effects were also 

observed in the heart, adrenal glands, spleen, haematopoietic 

system
12

  

• Mice fed with Bt potatoes developed abnormal and damaged 

cells as well as proliferative cell growth in the lower part of 

their small intestines.
13

  
 

Some of the Biosafety concerns identified in the risk assessment  

and considered in the conduct of BT eggplant field trial
14

  

• Potential of the Bt eggplant to become invasive  

• Potential for gene flow to produce weedy hybrids  

• Potential to become a plant pest  

• Potential  impact on non target organisms  

• Unintended effects  

 

The DA’s presentation also include the following as potential 

environmental impacts of Bt eggplant  

• Loss of friendly insects that help farmers  

• Contamination of Bt gene on local varieties of eggplant and 

other vegetables belonging to eggplants’ relative  

• Increase in pest resistance  

• Emergence of new pests.  

• Continued and possible increased use of pesticides  

 

14.)  UP Mindanao was doing 

confined field testing and not 

open field testing. UPLB was 

granted Biosafety Permit for Field 

Testing No. 10-011e by the 

Bureau of Plant Industry on 28 

June 2010.  The field testing was 

confined.  All the conditions 

imposed by the regulatory 

agencies of government, which 

show that the testing was 

confined field testing, were 

strictly followed by the project 

team. 

 

We hope UP Mindanao is again not ignorant on the different 

stages in the development of the Bt eggplant.  As shown in 

the presentation of Dr. Desiree Hautea of IPB/UPLB: 

 

1) Hybridization and Importation (2003-2006) 

2) Contained Trial: BL2 GH (2006-2008)  

3) Confined Field Trial (2007-2008 )  

4) Multi-location Trial (2009-2011 proposed) 

 

It is very clear in the stages above that the confined field 

trial was already done in Laguna as stipulated in the NCBP 

certification and at present, it is the  multi-location field trial 

which must be conducted to test how Bt talong reacts to  

different climatic conditions and soil type/characteristic.  

The multilocation field testing permit does not say confined 

field testing permit but simply a field testing permit. We 

hope UP Mindanao should clear the issue about this. 

 
15.) There was no danger of cross-

pollination.  An understanding of 

the nature of the crop would 

2.4  Pollination and ways of pollen dispersal in Brinjal
15

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
10

   Velimirov A. Binter C. Zentek J. “Biological effects of transgenic maize NK603xMON810 fed in long term reproduction studies in 

mice”. November 2008 ISBN 978-3-902611-24-6. 
11

   Finamore A et al., “Intestinal and Peripheral immune response to MON810 maize ingestion in weaning and old mice”. J. Agr. Food 

Chem. 56(23), 11533-11539 (2008) 
12

   Joel Spiroux de Vendomois et al., “A Comparison of the Effects of Three GM Corn Varieties on Mammalian Health”, International 

Journal of Biological Sciences 5(7):706-726 (2009) 
13

   Fares NH, El-Sayed AK, “Fine Structural Changes in the Ileum of Mice Fed on Endotoxin Treated Potatoes and Transgenic Potatoes, 

“ Natural Toxins 6(6): 219-233 (1998) 
14

   Presented by the Department of Agriculture during one of the forum on Bt eggplant in Manila, 2010. 
15

  Development of Fruit and Shoot Borer Tolerant Brinjal a Report submitted by Maharashtra Hybrid Seeds Company Limited. May 

2008.  All pages are water marked with Mahyco Confidential. It was only made available to public because of SC decision… 
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have put  such fears to rest.   The 

eggplant is a highly self-pollinated 

crop. The biology of the species 

makes sure that it is so. The 

possibility of insects pollinating 

eggplants outside the testing area 

is further diminished by the 

pollen trap plants around the Bt 

talong plants.  Pollen traps do not 

refer to physical objects that 

enclose the testing area that will 

ensure no pollen  escapes the 

testing site.  Pollen traps, as set 

out in the permit, are living plants 

that attract insects.  By attracting 

the insects, these plants trap the 

pollen that the insects may  bring 

with them. Moreover, the 200 

meter isolation distance is more 

than enough to prevent cross 

pollination. 

16.  There is no danger to public 

health. This much the Mayor has

admitted in view of UP Mindanao's 

compliance with the requirements of

the experiment.  Moreover, the 

eggplant does not use or incorporate

any organism or substance that is 

harmful to man.  This much, UP

Mindanao has taken great pains to 

ensure. 

 

Santos’ points: 

The lowly eggplant which you have 

disappointingly belittled is one of 

the most important income 

generating fruit vegetables that 

you can find in markets nationwide
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years of natural evolution and human selection).

 

During the forum on Bt. Talong at UP Mi
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talong.  Why does Dr. Rasco’s constantly illustrates 

safety of Bt talong  by mentioning the use 

some organic growers?  

Inserting part of the Bt gene to a crop/food is different from 
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different story and no one can be sure of any

synergistic effect  inside the plant and on the humans, once 

it is being frequently eaten.
 

 

The lowly eggplant which you have 

disappointingly belittled is one of 

the most important income 

generating fruit vegetables that 

you can find in markets nationwide 

We,  anti Bt talong advocates, do not

fact, the reason why we op

because we respect  what it is now , a product of thousands 
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be tampered by anyone who thinks its their God

to play around with the genes by inserting a toxin in its 
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Eggplant production in 

price of eggplant is more or less s

eggplant is one of the cheapest vegetable
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to play around with the genes by inserting a toxin in its 

Davao City is increasing.  And the 

available in the 
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market. Therefore, there is really no problem with the 

eggplant production.  Only when  farmers spray their 

eggplants with very expensive insecticides, does the price of 

eggplant become  very expensive. The UP Los Banos data 

which was also presented during one of the forums on Bt 

eggplant, presented the high income of farmers engaged in 

eggplant farming.  He even said the net income/ha is even 

higher than a UP instructor.  It can range from at least 

200T/ha  to  more than 300T/ha.    
  

There is no variety of eggplant that 

could resist FSB. 
According to Dr. Rodel Maghirang,an expert on organic 

vegetables and who works in  the vegetable research and 

development program of the Institute of Plant Breeding, 

there are pest resistant varieties. Writing  an article on 

“Organikong Gulayan:Pagtatanim ng Organikong Talong” , 

he said that the  Institute of Plant Breeding  in UPLB has 

been planting organic eggplants  within the institute and 

that  there’s no problem with their eggplant even if they do 

not spray pesticides. 

 

Based on their studies and experience,  eggplant pests like 

the  Fruit and Shoot Borer (FSB) and  the green leafhopper, 

and diseases such as bacterial wilt and phomopsis (or what 

is known locally as  pagkabulok ng bunga) can be controlled 

by planting strong varieties such as Mestisa (fruit long with 

stripes), Concepcion (green and slightly round), Arayat 

(green and round), Mara (haba at lila). 

  

Aside from using strong varieties to control FSB, the farmer 

can also use sex pheromone of the  virgin female. 

 

Other helpful techniques are : planting cosmos, marigold 

and sunflowers. This is to encourage more friendly moths 

whose larva feed on these pests.   
On the technical aspects, eggplant is 

a self pollinated crop. Before the 

flower opens, it has pollinated itself 

hence it cannot be pollinated again 

by pollen from other eggplant. Wind 

pollination through wind 

improbable. 

 

 

Answered already – see above discussions 

The 200 meters isolation distance is 

more than enough to prevent 

unwanted cross-pollinationto occur 

Carpenter bees are excellent pollinators of eggplant, tomato 

and other vegetables and flowers.
16

 “Bees can visit flowers 

as far as six kilometers away from their nest. From complete 

flight records in which bees visited wild and domesticated 

plant populations, we concluded that bees can mediate 

gene flow, and potentially allow transgenes to escape over 

several kilometers,” explains icipe scientist Remy S. 

Pasquet.
17

  

                                                           
16

  US Forest Service,  http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/carpenter_bees.shtml  
17

  Bees Can Mediate Escape of Genetically Engineered Material Over Several Kilometers 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/09/080922100152.htm;  
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It is about giving farmers the 

opportunity to choose between 

crops produced using hazardous 

pesticides or pest-resistant crops 

and consumers the prospect of 

buying chemical free eggplants 

Bt-eggplant will only control FSB, which is  just one of the 

many insects or problems associated with eggplant 

production.  Thus, it is not a guarantee that farmers will no 

longer spray pesticides.  Bt eggplant  might  even develop 

resistance to FSB just like what happened to Bt corn which 

developed resistance to corn-borer. Even the   proponents 

of Bt eggplant do not even deny  the possibility of 

resistance, as this also came out in the risk assessment  

findings on Bt eggplant. 
  

  

 

   

 

 

 

GO ORGANIC DAVAO CITY (Go-DC) Network 

 

• For the Upliftment of Moral, Economic, Technoloigical, Socio-Spiritual Aspirations of Persons 

(METSA) 

• Interface Development Interventions, Inc. (IDIS) 

• Kababayan-en Alang sa Teknolohiya nga Haum sa Kinaiyahan og Kauswagan (KATAKUS) 

• SIAD Initiatives in Mindanao Convergence for Asset Reform and Regional Development 

(SIMCARRD) 

• Pambansang Kilusan ng mga Samahang Magsasaka (PAKISAMA) 

• Alternate Form for Research in Mindanao (AFRIM) 

• FARMCOOP-Davao City 

• Integrated  Primary Health Care (IPHC) 

• Josefa Segovia Foundation 

• Assisi Foundation 

• Organic Center of Davao City (OCDC) 

 

 

February 3, 2011 

Contact Persons: Nena Morales and Ling Castro 

Contact Number: 299-4552 
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